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1 arge 
Payment a 'service charge,' not a fine 
By RAE TYSON - 
Gazette Staff Writer 

They aren't calling it a fine, neverthe- 
less, federal officials have agreed to pay a ,  
$3,500 "service charge" after discharging 
700,000 gallons of wastewater from a ra-  
dioactive storage site in Lewiston without 
a state permit. 

John Spagnoli, s tate Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation regional direc- 
tor, said yesterday the U.S. Department 
of Energy also agreed to obtain the neces- 
sary permit before releasing additional 
wastes from the former Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works complex on Pietcher 
Road 

The DEC clled t h e  federa! agency foi- 
loulng a Xo i .  11 discharge ~ n t o  a d ~ t c h  
thzc d r a m  into Lake Ontarlo 

E Lea Kelier, d~rec to r  of t he  Depart- 
ment of EJF-EI 's technical services d i n -  
sion s a d  earirer the  wastes  u e r e  dls- 
c h a ; g ~ d  as  a p r c - ~ ~ ~ i l l ~ o n a r j  m e a s u r e  
w h e n  stora-e ponds flilec! uith r a n i \  atcr 
and melted srioi.. 

KLilrr s z i d  therc h a d  bccri disccssions 

with the DEC and pleas for an emergency 
permit to avoid a n  overflow onto radia- 
tion-contaminated ground. He said the en- 
vironmental consequences would have 
been f a r  more serious if the ponds had 
overflowed. 

Spagnoli said the DEC wanted an addi- 
tional chemical analysis of the wastes be- 
fore a discharge permit could be issued. 

A spokesman for Bechtel Kational Inc., 
caretakers of the Lewiston site, told 
Lewiston officials this week that all radio- 
active materials had been removed be- 
fore the liquid wastes were pumped into a 
nearby ditch. 

Spagnoli said the agency would eontin- 
ue to review the federa! agency's  request  
for a discharge permit ,  "and ~t won't be 
too long from now before b e  make a deel- 
sion. " 

Robert Rudolph, project  manager for 
Bechtel, s a d  the a astpnater aecumu:at-  
ed during remedial  construction this sum-  
mer Eie s&ld the uorX u a s  deslgncd tc 
stabilize the rad1oacl1.i e M astes t h a t  h a \ -  e 
been siurcd on the  s i t<  since 19-14 
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